
 

 

“Grateful Hearts Serving Our Veterans” 

 

 
 

 

Celebrate the state winners of the Voice 
of Democracy, Patriot's Pen, and 
Teacher of the Year contests at the 55th 
Annual VFW Department of Connecticut 
& Auxiliary Scholarship Awards Dinner 

 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 | 12 PM 
Aqua Turf Club, Glass Room 
556 Mulberry Street, Plantsville, CT 06479 

   



OPENING CEREMONIES 
Master of Ceremonies​ John A. Kennedy, State Senior Vice Commander 
​ VFW State Voice of Democracy & Patriot’s Pen 
Invocation​ Ken Hartline, VFW Connecticut Chaplain   
Pledge of Allegiance​ Juan G. Rivas, State Chief of Staff 
Introduction of Guests​ John A. Kennedy, State Senior Vice Commander 
 
FAMILY-STYLE DINNER 
Roast beef with fresh baked rolls, house garden salad, penne Bolognese, 
vegetable, potato & dessert. Coffee service and carafes of soda are also 
included. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS FOR REMARKS  
Kathie Fleischauer, Auxiliary Scholarship Chairman 

Cheryl Costello-Pelkey, VFW Connecticut State Auxiliary President 

Stanley W. Borusiewicz, VFW Connecticut National Council Member 

Charles M. Pickett, VFW Connecticut State Commander 

Ron (Rusko) Rusakiewicz, National Judge Advocate General 

 
AWARDS CEREMONY 
●​ 2026 VFW Connecticut Citizenship Education Teacher Awards 
●​ 2026 VFW Connecticut Patriot’s Pen Awards 
●​ 2026 VFW Connecticut Voice Of Democracy Awards 
 
CLOSING CEREMONIES 
Benediction​ Susan Dubay, State Auxiliary Chaplain 
Salute to the Colors​ Graham Bisset, State Officer of the Day 
 
Thank you for making this a memorable event. 

 
 

 
2026 VFW CONNECTICUT  
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION TEACHER AWARDS 
★​ Elementary: Sponsored by VFW Post 201 in Waterbury​

Gretchen Yatzook, Flanders Elementary School, Southington 
★​ Middle School: Sponsored by VFW Post 10088 in Thompson​

Alissa Lynch, Thompson Middle School, Thompson 
★​ High School: Sponsored by VFW Post 12150 in New Haven​

Ryan Orozco, Wilby High School, Waterbury 
 
 
2026 CONNECTICUT PATRIOT’S PEN DISTRICT WINNERS 
THEME: “How are you showing patriotism and support for our 
country?” 

1.​ Timothy Jackson, VFW Post 149 Danbury 
2.​ Nicolas Tolnay, VFW Post 12106 Branford 
3.​ Shireen Koul, VFW Post 10689 Ellington 
4.​ Gloria Challinor, VFW Post 1523 Putnam 
5.​ Leah Cosme, VFW Post 296 Winsted 
6.​ Ava Robinson, VFW Post 3336 East Haddam 

 
 
2026 CONNECTICUT VOICE OF DEMOCRACY DISTRICT WINNERS 
THEME: “How are you showing patriotism and support for our 
country?” 

1.​ Olivia Sommer, VFW Post 10201 Brookfield 
2.​ Haley Dean, VFW Post 10321 Hamden 
3.​ Abir Dutta, VFW Post 10732 Berlin  
4.​ Emma Klein, VFW Post 5446 Plainfield 
5.​ Sarena Doot, VFW Post 296 Winsted 
6.​ Ruger Wojchowski, VFW Post 583 Middletown 
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